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PROGRAM FOR CONTROL OF JUNKED CARS AND OTHER 
PARGE METAL SCRAP 


GENERAL PROBLEM 


increasing problem of what to do about junked cars, old household 
liances, and the like which are being discarded along the road sides, 
[acent |o01s, On vacant farm land, in stream beds and at.the rear of 
eeness and residential properties.has been referred to the-Central 
Wa Regional Planning Commission by two of its members. There is a 
neral feeling among several of the communities, that broad controls 
Meteeatea-wide basis should be established. This would provide for 
Seeuminy OF control and prevent the problem from being increased in 
community as its neighbors adopted stricter regulations on the 
pring or abandonment of junked cars and other scrap items. 


eB problem of abandoned junk is not unique to the State of lowa, but 
fher is becoming an increasing one in every place throughout the 

Bred States. One of the main reasons for this is the large increase 
athe production of automobiles, household appliances and other large 
fal products over the past ten or fifteen years. Many of these prod- 
S are now worn out and are being discarded as new purchases are 

we. Coupledwith this are the increasing restrictions on junk yards 
Scrap yards with the result that many of the scrap dealers will now 
ept only "good, clean scrap". If the item to be "junked" has few 
eeompart1sS Which can be salvaged, the last owner may have to pay the 
fep deaier to take the junked item off his hands. Because of these 
factors, more and more large items are being abandoned wherever they 
eemegonmnen Frid Of. the effect of this has been a conspicuous mar- 
tg meepweenarural beauty of the areas in which we live. ii palaces 
#re dumping has been the heaviest, large "eye sores" have been cre- 
fewer a general lowering of the property values in that area. 


}the last four or five years, several states have moved to set up 
grams which would control on an area-wide basis the abandonment and 
eee or auios, appliances, and other large metal products. i, One 
Memeeewstaies, New York, several studies were done to get. facts about 
amount of abandonment which was taking place, the nature of the 
meerausciry, the scope of the problem-in the urban and .entire rural 
Secrrne economic outlook for the use of) scrap metals, and the alter- 
m_emeosmror disposal of large metal scrap. The writer is familiar 
Beeesome Of These studies and was involved in the solution of this 
fblem in one of these areas. The following sections summarize the 

gm points and observations made in one of these studies.| Since rhe 
#blems related to junked cars and scrap metal disposal are quite 
ailar from place to place, it is felt that a review of these points 
sid make a good beginning for a similar review of this problem in 
fa. 


Control Of AUTOmObDile Scrap in New York State - Economic Consultants 
Banization Inc., Syracuse, New York, February 1965 - prepared for 
nt Legislative Committee on the State's Economy. 
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a. 
Swe eewere, fo signs Of burning or baling th’ thts area. 


29. A railroad line is located along the western portion of the 
area but no sidings were provided for these yards. 


6. Some yards appeared to be for the storage of used building 
RatCelana,ePriCKS, boards, concrete block, etc. 


7. Some retail outlets for used auto parts were found on the 
parcels where the yards were located. 


After looking at the yards themselves, the general area as a whole 
was observed and the following points noted: 


A. Most of the streets were unpaved and without gutters or street 
markings. 


B. The homes were older, with a number in need of considerable 
repair. 


C. The area seemed to be divided into two portions with residen- 
Pectiuce ouna primarily north of Clark Street and industria 
eewrounc sourn Of Clark Street. 


D. In the industrial section several new and modern buildings 
were found indicating that economic forces are present for 
rehabilitating the area. 


E. Along the Des Moines River itself, the area was unkempt with 
aenumoe) O1eola concrete slabs and dead trees present. 


Wiesplaces in Area 2 consisted of more auto body scrap yards. These 
yards were characterized by the following: 


|. Yards were full of weeds and brush, generally unkempt. 
Z. the yards were full of auto bodies. 


a. the yards were not fenced in most cases and here again many 
of the fences that did exist were grown up in weeds. 


Me ruere are no nearby railroad factlittés to provide sidings 
fOr These yards. 


BH. (there were no signs of burning or baling; The apparent major 
function of these yards is collecting scrap automobiles and 
Som aire part TS. 


A general survey of the neighborhood in which these yards are located 
shows: 


A. The streets were unpaved and without gutters. 
B. The homes in the immediate area were old and deteriorating. 


- However, next to this area new homes were being built. it 
: appeared these are being occupied mostly by non-white families. 
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C. The area is generally residential with a few car repair shops 
and industrial buildings scattered throughout. 


D. There are a number of vacant parcels throughout the area. 


E. The industrial buildings are older but in reasonably good 
condiTion. 


Tmeemiaces in Area 3 had more industrial scrap iron but with some 
automobile scrap bodies. The characteristics of these yards were: 


|. Yards were generally larger and with bigger operations than 
Areas | or 2. 


2. Yards were relatively free of weeds and brush. 


5. Yards in general were fenced which shut off most activity 
from adjacent uses. However, some exceptions which were 
noted were (I) scrap iron was piled on the street right-of-way 
which was not fenced in any way and (2) scrap was piled above 
rie renee ‘height? In only one instance was a sheet metal 
fence provided in sufficient height to completely enclose the 
Scrap Yard activity. 


mene Or two yards had anly drum storage or metal cuttings. 

os oclnee these were larger operations, some of the yards appar- 
Sty Gia Durning, baling ard cutting. In one case, open 
burning had been done near the street and near electric wires 


and street trees. 


wena Oad tacilities were located throughout the area Thus 
making sidings to the yards possible. 


7. there were some parcels which were not listed as scrap yards 
OUT er boMmeovservarion shouldbe classified as such. 


The characteristics of the general neighborhood for Area 3 are: 


A. Streets generally unpaved, not guttered. 


os Res fdciirral use west of S. E. l4th Street and Industrial Wse 
wostoorso. E. l4th Street. 


C. Existing residences in rather poor condition. 
D. Very few new buildings. 


E. Smoke and fumes spread over this area from city dump located 
7 The. sour h.. 
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Scrap or junk yards operating within the City of Des Moines are subject 
to both zoning approval of the City Council and certain licensing regu- 
lations. 


In summary, the zoning standards are - 


Any wrecking operation shall be carried on within a completely 
enclosed building and any outdoor scrap or junk yard to be com- 
pletely enclosed with a wall or fence reasonably maintained at 
reast 6 feet high and completely obscuring the activity. There 
shall be only one opening in the wall or fence facing any public 
Pereen Tor each Z00 feet of length. 


The licensing standards provide - 


Noel icense te -be-issued until zoning approval is obtained. 
Approval given after inspection and compliance with standards 
mezoni ng Ordinance.§ License must contain name and place of 
residence of person licensed, business to be transacted, and 
place where business is to be carried on. Licenses are issued 
TOr One-year periods. Persons conducting several or separate 
places as a junk dealer shall pay a license fee and procure a 
license for each place. A yearly license fee of $100.00 per 
Perueis Charged fot administration and inspection. 


mecoras Show there are about 28 licensed junk or scrap dealers in 
feet ty. ihe general location of these and others noted by the 

Meeearsurvey is shown on Map-|. The-Land Use Survey done for the 
CMe several years ago shows that about 6Q parcels were used for 

S@rap Or junk storage. 


lm Polk County and the other adjacent suburban communities, zoning 
Feeorarions are the main control over scrap yards. lin Pokk County; 
the Zoning provides that any premise on which salvage yard activities 
are conducted shall be wholly enclosed within a building or by a 
wooden fence not less than six (6) feet in height and in which The 
Omemings are, less than I5 per cent of the total area. in Polke Couat yy 
there appears to be about 10 places where. scrap materials are being 
‘stored. The general location of these is shown on Map 2. 


[ees important fo note that since 1963 applications for zaning 
changes to establish junk yards within the City has increased. The 
table below shows the increased applications and the number receiving 
approval. 


rear Zoning Requests for Junk Yards Approvals 

1963 | 0 

1964 | | 

L965 6 3 

roo a) Ognugust) ? 0 
One type of site which has been talked about for refuse disposal is 
+ii@= vacated gravel pit, of which there are several in the Des Moines 
urban area. fyeonrder te obtain intormation about This Type of site, 


+hese were included in the field survey plus some information from 
\erei officials. 
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GENERAL LOCATION OF SALVAGE YARDS 
AND GRAVEL PITS - POLK COUNTY AREA 
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In Des Moines there are approximately ten (10) gravel pits. Four are 
being worked and six are vacated. Al! are located in the southeast 
Poth ion of the City. In West Des Moines there are two (2) gravel 
Gees. One is being worked and one is vacated. Both are located in 
The southeast part of West Des Moines. [In Pleasant Hill there is one 
gravel pit operation which is being worked and it is located in the 
southern portion of the town. In the other communities in the Des 
Moines urban area, it was reported there are no operating or vacated 
Geeve! pits of any significant size.” In ‘Polk County there are‘six 
(6) gravel pits in operation, with none being reported as vacated. 


A field survey of those in Des Moines showed these main points: 
Lb. All are located in or near the Des Moines River. 


2. One gravel pit located south of Maury Street and east of 
50th Street is being used for commercial swimming. 


35. Iwo of the vacated gravel pits are owned by the City of Des 
Moines. ‘One is located east of 30Th and north of Raccoon 
encores ine second is located in the. southeast corner of 
Des Moines, south of the Des Moines River, and is being used 
iia shimited manner,as a park. According to the present 
Pranic ot iuhe KedyRock Dam projech, this park and gravel pit 
Wisaeepecome part of The flood pool of the Red Reck Dam. 


ae) A vacated gravel pit located on the southwest corner of 
Matin Vomnmectacdnd oak, S0Th asitreet is being used to.-dispose 
piaicwheciaacuob le, tree limbs; broken concrete, etc. This 
Sire sis neal wrallroad facilities and is located on a cement 
surfaced street. 


Pec OThem Wacated gravel-pits located in the area of S$. &. 
407th Street and Maury Street are smaller in size and with 
rarher, |liwited access. 


Sapinete are two.large operating gravel pits. One is located 
between Carlisle Road and the Des Moines River and the other 
Ciamomecres boa 22ndestreet.direchly north of, the Des Mougies 
Mivetmebom, of these gravel, pits are neanm cailiroad aac ita ies 
aia wimappeatS chenh<csidings could be provided, Access We 
POMmehceDyedrave! ST reéeis. 


Tieesoutheast section of the City in which most of these pits are 
located is mainly an industrial area with some scattered residences. 
There are many railroad lines and sidings in the area to serve heavy 
commercial uses and yards. However, there appears .to be need of 
street improvements to improve truck service and general access to 
the area. 


From the very limited review which was made of the present vacated 
gravel pit sites, all of them seemed. to present certain disadvantages 
+e fheirouse! asea, major nefuse disposal, sitex .However, the,use of 
vacated gravel pits should not be ruled out, but should be included 
ifmenwdetailed study of a possible location, or local ions,. for iwi ure 


SG@hid’wWaste disposal. 
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KINDS OF LARGE SCRAP AND GENERAL NATURE OF SCRAP INDUSTRY 


Some of the main items which make up the scrap metal disposal problem 
abe = 


a. automobiles 

b. washing machines 
ce.  rerrigerators 
Gecearyers 

ese bath tubs 

fee radiators 

g- farm equipment 
weeapipes “atid ducts 


In terms of the large scrap metal disposal problem which we have out- 
lined here, there are two types of scrap operators which must be con- 
mpacred. | hese are:the "formal" and "informal" operators. 


The "formal" operators are those who are engaged in full time business 
memoeman collectors, scrap processors, auto wreckers, or auto and 
other large metal dismantlers. These people have their own places of 
meanness where this-tType of work is carried on, and in most cases are 
licensed by the municipality. 


The "informal" operators cover a wide range of persons and are usually 
ame-catrered |ocarions Throughout the city. These are ,nes who operate 
Ceastain, related businesses, such as gas stations, repair garages, 
Dmaumoing and heating shops, used car lots, appliance stores, body 
Smeps, e1C.. and whe acquire old, wrecked, or worn-out items by- means 
Gaeerpneir regular business. These items are then kept as a source. of 


“ised parts" or stacked on the property until they can be sold for 
Mmpenk". This kind of scrap operation can usually do the most damage 
to existing surrounding properties and values. The "informal" opera- 
fOr is not licensed and, therefore, not subject to the added require- 
ments for licensed scrap handlers. The part which these "informal" 
collectors play is by no means small and must be dealt with in any 
GQaekal| Scrap control program. 


In considering the need for a scrap control program, it is important 
to have a general understanding of the present scrap industry. Among 
the formal operators there are several categories. These are the 
dealers, wreckers, dismantlers, collectors, and processors. Large 
firms may do several of these operations. 


Dealer - this person is also known as a buying agent and has 
direct contact with the mills or scrap processors who wish to 


purchase scrap metal. 
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Wreckers - most large scrap is brought to the yards .@f wreckers. 
These persons partially dismantle the items which are brought in 
and Then by burning, cutting up with torch, or smashing, reduce 
the volume so it may be more efficiently shipped to a scrap 
processor. In a number of cases, late model cars are kept in 

the yard so that they can be a source of large used parts not 
taken off in the original dismantling process. The amount of 
scrap held in a wrecker's yard depends upon the current price 

end Tuture outlook: for scrap material. 


Dismantler - this person is mainly interested in acquiring late 
model cars in order to salvage used parts. Cars and large metal 
products having an age of seven years or less are those which 

are most desired. Like the wrecker, the dismantler also wishes 
momstore Varhous models of cars in his yard in order to supply 
micmEcauesis for Jarger parts. .Since an operator who is strictly 
a dismantler is not equipped to wreck or reduce large metal pro- 
ieonozeerne stripped badies! usualbky. stack up tn his yard until 
There is a very favorable price in the scrap market. The biggest 
problem of the dismantler is being able to get rid of these 
"stripped bodies". At this point, there is little economic value 
fee tne "body" te pay-for-its disposition. 


PovprectoOrs — These persons are mainly interested in collecting 
smaller scrap items and pose more of a housekeeping problem 
wipiere tian one Gftrdisposals They are usually the smallest of 
“the scrap handlers. 
PeaOCcessoOlrs,— these persons usually obtain their scrap :materials 
from one of the foregoing groups. They usually complete the job 
moor Ping (ie scrap according to type and reducing it te an 
acceptable size by shearing or cutting. A considerable amount 
of heavy equipment is used in the processor's yard and it is here 
where much of it fits baled into large bundles for shipment To a 
‘elPeor ‘Ofer User. Most auto scrap is classed. as #2 bundle serap. 
SCRAP INDUSTRY PROBLEMS 


Some of the present problems as expressed by various operators in the 
Serep industry as indicated by the above-mentioned studies were: 


Bene rices are too \ow.or fluctuate foo much. 

B. Toa many restrictions on burning. 

eo Can't selk the bodies of stripped=cars:. 

Ds” Ciktres discriminate against serap yards. 

BE. Other groups dot('t realize theaneed for the scrap industry. 
Py eCideriyards are short of ‘space. 


G. New technology is hurting scrap usage. 
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H. Steel industry wants better quality scrap. 


|. Requirement for fenced-in yards is another example of over- 
nead costs hurting yards. 


In response to these problems some of the operators made the following 
Suggestions: 


A. "Clean up the yards and keep our neighbors happy." 


ee oonmeons showl’d stabilize prices.” 

C. "Lower the license fees on collectors." 

Pee) taxe Old car hutks." 

E. "Government set aside old ravines where bodies can be dis- 


posed of." 


Fe. "Let auto wreckers pick up abandoned cars and have city or 
Pounny> payrtor it." 


betes orop steel and=-Scrap imports." 
H. "Force the used car dealers, gasoline stations and plumbing 
and heating shops to also clean up or have them fence in 
metre spunk 
Studies show that at the present time the number one problem for the 
Sap industry is the disposition of auto and truck scrap. .Because of 
moe, inventories of car bodies in yards have increased and also the 
WeeeKxers gre relucrant to take older cars since This ‘will add to The 
pies Of bodies already in their yards. With old cars harder to dis- 


corer nTOugh Tie Scrap industry channels, the final owner looks for 
meeteace to’ 'dump’ it". The easiest place is a vacant lot or the road- 
were ot a sparsely travelled highway. 


Tre 1evels of scrap'‘inventory in-.yards probably has more to do with 

the abandonment of junk on the countryside than any other single 
factor. When the inventories are high, and the scrap price is low, 
scrap handlers are selective taking only that which is most marketable. 
Autos and other large metal products are the first to be affected since 
they bring the lowest price and require the largest amount of storage 
Space. 


As population and per capita income continue to grow, the increased 
production of durable goods to-meet These demands will in Turn cause 
a rising increase in the supply of scrap from the goods whi-ch. They 
replace. A review of the various factors involved in the supply and 
demand for automobile scrap indicates that the disposal problem for 
Ths type of scrap will be of long-run duration possibly worsened by 
future technological changes. The long-term outlook at best appears 
tombe one of Father large supplies and stable to declinimg prices. 


Another major problem with which the industry is faced is that of 
providing for a suitable means of burning out car bodies and other 
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large metal items. Local regulations have either eliminated or strictly 
curtailed open burning by scrap yards. Providing a suitable incinerator 
is a two-fold problem. First, it is a sizeable improvement requiring 

a large capital expenditure. Secondly, it is a slower process than open 
burning unless a very large conveyor-type incinerator is built. As it 
turns out, most scrap yards are not large enough or do not have the 
money to build an approved type incinerator.’ It appears that this is 

a place where governmental assistance may be needed to build a large 
incinerator unit which would serve a certain area or region. 


PLANNING THE CONTROL AND DISPOSAL OF JUNKED CARS AND LARGE METAL SCRAP 
ON AN AREA BASIS 


In studying the control and disposal of automobile and other large metal 
“rap, it IS apparent That this should be done’ as part of a broader 
solid wastes control and disposal program. Because of the large amount 
Semecapital investment which ‘is required, the most sensible approach ts 
TO provide a program which will handle all types of solid wastes rather 
Than the junked cars and other metal scrap which seems to be the most 
obvious. A brief review of the existing facilities for general refuse 
disposal in some of the communities in the Central lowa area indicate 
That they are filled up or have a reserve of only several years’! future 


Pomeonirehe appears to be a definite need now for planned.action for 
Seeerdinarsion of selid wastes disposal among the communities in the 
Perera bOWa planning region. One.of the possible solutions to be 


considered is the establishment of a metropolitan or regional solid 
Meeres disposal center for the’ Central lowa Region. The function of 
mmemeconld Wasies disposql center would be to handle the large scrap 
Mena) and orher refuse of all types which cannot be economically handled 
meeorivanre industry. This would also provide for an approved facility 
which could receive general scrap and refuse from both public and pri- 
wae carting services. 


meres !Ocation, size, type of equipment, capital costs, operating. expenses 
and revenue sources would have to be based on a detailed study of the 
wiTlLeipaimind communities and the general area as.related to these items. 
mamwever, the tollowing-is a preliminary list of factors which should be 
meeras Guidembines in studying the: need for and location of such a 
werd Wastes dispose! center: 


A. -ioOuUlmebe \locatéd near an existing, urban centers 
B. There should be the availability of a good highway network 


for truck service, to the. center. pilus: railroad siding Jor 
long haul shipping of scrap metal and other waste products. 


C. Locate down wind from populated areas. 


DD.) Wohicontiguous to residential or commercial, areas, but rather 
Separt Of orsicontiguous, to industriah,or service, areas,., Might 
be adjacent to permanent open space area. 


See ohould be designed as.a complete facility, for solid wastes 
disposal and storage center. 
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F. Ample room for truck deliveries, storage of incinerator 
residue, leased yard space for private scrap handlers who 
purchase scrap metals after burning, areas for baling and 


loading equipment, stock piling and loading. 
G. Site to be located below grade of adjoining land, blocked 
by hills or screened out by fencing and natural planting. 
H. Site to be large enough so that noise will be dissipated 


by the distance between the location of the disposal center 
and the outside boundaries of the site. 


Allow room for future expansion. 


fee oGeE> | ED APPROACH FOR A COORDINATED SCRAP AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 


beeplennhing tor a central scrap and waste disposal system for the Des 
Moines Urban Area, it is suggested that the following objectives and 
phos pe considered: 


Pesto oniSiwa Wel l=located public facility or facilities for 
ies recel vying atrtd tTrearing of all types of scrap metal and 
mira wastesenot teasible for disposal by private enterprise. 


B; these facilities to include the necessary equipment for the 
Purning@ ebt and compaction inte bundles of automobile bodies 
wero pte emia ge merat procuets. 


Sop acerromheeprovided in rhe facility for lease by private 
Srperprreemer for use by The operating agency for The stock 
Pring avedasnippirhd of waste products “into the private 
wastes market. 


omer ifanveclateasccistance by the State or Federal Government for 
econspruewhon of The waste disposal center. 


ee Atl @tganmeathom at the State level To disseminate intorma- 
thon eneWwestestcontrol, provide for coordination and conTrdl 
between metropolitan or regional waste centers, and assist 
in promoting broad uniform waste control regulations within 
the. State. 


F. Adoption of uniform local regulations dealing with the aban- 
donment of autos, scrap and other wastes, collection and 
transporting of wastes, and the operation and appearance of 
private waste, storage or scrap yards. 


Co Seifanieraledesisiance by erie Srate tn tire torcm of grants—in- 
aid to help share the cost of enforcement of abandonment 
and waste control regulations. 


Because the abandonment of automobiles and the control of solid wastes 
is a commen probhem itt most of the urban centers of lowa, it is sug- 
gested that one of the first steps to be taken is action at the State 
level to provide a broad framework of standards within which the various 
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metropolitan or regional solid wastes control groups can operate. Such 

a procedure it is felt greatly strengthens the position of any waste dis- 
posal groups applying for assistance under several of the new federal 
programs which have been set up to meet the wastes control needs. One 

Ot The main goals of the federal programs is to see that programs such 

as wastes control are carried out on an area-wide basis rather than on 

a community-by-community basis. The trend in these programs is defi- 
nitely toward inter-municipal cooperation and in turn cooperation at the 
State level. 


The following are some suggested steps which might be taken by the State 
To provide the broad framework for inter-community action in establish- 
ing up-to-date control programs for solid. wastes and scrap metals: 


weet ass bogbetattone 10 establish a Solid Wastes Coordinating 
Commissionfat the State level.--The main purpose of this 
Organization would be to disseminate information, provide 
for research, help to organize regional wastes control groups, 
provide for coordination between wastes control regions, ad- 
minister the grants-in-aid assistance for local enforcement, 
and provide means for enforcement of minimum state standards 
for wastes control. 


Zeeerass legislabhion To require the’ camouflaging of open space 
where solid waste is stored. Fencing and/or trees and shrubs 
should be = Tequired to obscure such areas from public view. 
Wiis meas@renscnould apply To all) enterprises who due To The 
fanUre Cpesculind,. storing, processing or manufacturing 
ceri Vintecemusm USS Or produce solid wastes. Fences should 
be opaque but may be designed to allow wind pressures through. 
A minimum height for fencing should be required. This type 
Of safetyecnasaesitber ic control measure is only effective 
when aponed toa pDroad area, and for This reason is best done 
ai “he? Sieaeeen level. 


Fass leguslarion vestablishing minimum State requirements for 
Sei pdctamanom DUDIIic roads and trom residential and commer— 
CholMancacmucnm ead laivards that store, process or sell solu 


WaStermMalcmiial.  Sudgested sefbacks are: 


fee Omrcet minimum from any public wmighi-of-wWay ous 
a 150 feet minimum from public right-of-way where 
residential or commercial uses adjoin The public 
right-of-way on the opposite side. 


bs. 500 feet minimum from adjoining commercial or resi- 
dential properties. 


ee UE Sciam Wiiiiun teomn an ysChUrcl =Ssohnool, hospitat, 
Ooepuhic buliding- er=plece of public assembly, 


d. 500 feet minimum from any state highway except that 
within this setback the owner may place and sell 
vehicles or other units which are in an operable con- 
Ciao eo tenet within the tiest 50 feet af The 
sethack. 
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4. Pass legislation to enable the State to provide financial 
assistance for capital improvements for the solid waste dis- 
posal centers. State financing for capital equipment might 
be on a 3/4 to 1/4 state-local sharing basis. Annual operat- 
ing costs might be either on a 100% local basis or on a 1/4 
Top opeeovate-local sharing basis. I+ may bewinat to avoid 
local pressures as to what communities are going to be in 
Gebtcmoumancasethat as part of this fegislarion the State may 
(iafemromve arvyided into solid waste control regions, thereby, 
setting the general boundaries within which the wastes of 
each area shall be treated. lt shall then eae up To seach 
regional wastes group to make the necessary determination 
as=(Oewhere tS The best location for their waste: center and 
the program to be developed between the participating com- 
munities for collection and enforcement, and for operation 
of the waste center. 


5. Pass legislation to enable the State to provide for grants- 
Wie-aldugomrocal municipalities Grscounties: that senganize 
ana Cant yout a-local wastes control program. Seme of the 
Poa Geomore ane local control program should bes (1) a 
procedure fof=-the removal of abandoned cars or other solid 
Masreeliems trom public property, and from private property 
Where These, items constitute a nuisance, safety hazard, or 
Scoein publics View, (2) operation of an abandoned car pound 
and advertising of abandoned vehicles prior to disposal, and 
U),an educational program pointing up the community's: waste 
SOimnOlweeguiet ions andi ahe value af both local public and 
Pprivate@etrorts To keep The community an attrachive place in 
Which To rrve, shop and work. lpeshould be notedeahat. focal 
dumping and waste control regulations are one of the main 
Sepsewioeoeecommunity can Take in promoting a better future 
[OGMRiseiia nny grants-in-aid would be conditional on the 
estabinsnment and continuation of an acceptable iocal program. 


Ge the ohare Through its state-aid universities should conduct 
research into solid waste benefication, storage and disposal. 
Special research should be undertaken on the reduction of 
burnable materials from car bodies and other large metal 
products and on the design of multiple-use incinerators. 
Programs for various Types of land-Tfil! operat ionseshowmiaabe 
developed for use under varying conditions within the regional 
waste control areas. 


These State regulations with regard to the abandonment, storage and 
disposal of junked cars, metal scrap and other solid wastes should 


epply to the "informal" operators and private citizens who collect or 
abandon these items, as wel! as the formal scrap handlers. bY ‘he 
past, almost all regulations have been aimed only at the formal opera- 
Or. 


Other places which have embarked on a broad wastes control program feel 
Scie Dpesardheanm aid nto tThe.formal scrap handler in that itt will 
Drovidewnim With a means Of deating rid of old stripped car bodies and 
other uneconomical items which now he is forced to pile up in his yard, 
Neopingerer,a Very favorable scrap price which will pay him to process 
end ship This scrap. 


' Pay 
G 
‘+e 7 +4 
" \ ‘ 
a ! fi | fy 
~ | i 
7 
oa 
’ J 
\s hes ; ve 
4 ; ' atsa 2 ‘A 
“BL Beh hig! 
5 pe 
y ' S2 bras 
i ' te mt * 
" ai 
a “ +4 
mA 
<7 oF 
he 
rr i + 2 
” ly ia 
ws 1S i 
‘ 
b Ls 
T3oTTs 


} Lie ae 
4 a 
ta 
fi _ 
‘4 ia 
ios b+ a te 


+ gaa gett) S48 
ft MayeeGees 4 a7 
2 tem 3) des 
Poudre zt; 


SUMMARY 


It iS apparent on almost every hand that immediate action is necessary 
by either the local governments or the State to do two things with 
regard to the general problem of solid wastes disposal. 


Number one is that rather stringent regulations must be established 
to curb the large amount of "junk" abandonment which is taking place 
both in the urban and rural areas of the State. This "junk" abandon- 
Bemeens particularhy neavy -in and around the larger cities. All 
erudtes which have been done on this. problem point fo an even larger 
problem in the years immediately ahead unless some public action is 
taken. 


its the writer's opinion that the "junk" abandonment problem is 
quite similar in one respect to the present Dutch Elm disease problem 
Simones NOW amajor crisis. The similarity is that the problem 


builds up slowly, being noticed only here and there, until suddenly 
The underlying causes which have multiplied tremendously, break out 
and the "outward" results are like an epidemic, springing up every- 
where. 


Whine the greatest production in history of new automobiles, household 
Sepptbances, and ofher durable goods now going on, an epidemic of 
~"junk" abandonment is almost a certainty as soon as these present 
eto eca mmr no WOrn-Oul Stage. Literally, one could say thar 
the way of our future - "will be paved with junk" unless action is 
Taken, To provide a suitable means for its collection, processing, 
and disposal. 


hie fumber two action which is needed is the building of metropolitan 
Br regional waste disposal centers, with modern facilities for incin- 
Pramton, cCOmMpactpon, Or burying (land-fill) to replace the present 
Ourmoded practice of open dumping and burning which is objectionable 
from every standpoint - health, safety, aesthetics, inefficiency, etc. 


Because Of The size of the:projects which will be needed to handle 
the wastes of a number of communities, particularly those in which 
munengcer city memnvolved, and because of the broad base of ihe 
prohiem, if seems almost essential that the State participate by 
Dassing legislation which will -establish broad guidelines and stan- 
@atds2for regional waste control. Tied to this, there should :be a 
‘Biecagram Of financial assistance by the State to the regional groups 
for sharing The cost of needed capital improvements, plus some 
Grants-in-aid to the local participating communities To encourage 
ane ne ly Paverotmocal waste control programs tied-into The regional 
disposal center. 
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Suggested program for 
control of junked cars and 
other large metal scrap. 
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